Hazard Pictograms:
Household products that contain dangerous chemicals require labels on the back of the package to let you know what the potential dangers are and how to use and dispose of the product safely.
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Gas Under Pressure
Symbol: Gas Cylinder

What does it tell you:

# Contains gas under pressure; may NQ )
explode if heated Pre-existing
#Contains refrigerated gas; may ~ Symbol

cause cryogenic burns or injury

Examples of Usage:
# Gas Containers
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Gas Under Pressure

Gases under pressure chemicals are those that are placed on the market in cylinders under
pressure. There are four main types, compressed gas ( e.g. nitrogen, helium), liquefied gas (
e.g. propane, carbon dioxide), refrigerated liquefied gas ( e.g. nitrogen) and dissolved gas.
(e.g. acetylene)

They may explode if heated and for the
refrigerated liquefied gas may also cause
cryogenic burns. Great care should be
taken in the use, storage and handling of
these cylinders. It is very important that
you read the label carefully before use.
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Corrosive

Symbol: Corrosion

G
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What does it tell you:
# Causes severe skin burns and eye damage

& May be corrosive to metals 0ld Symbol

Examples of Usage:
#Drain cleaners

# Acetic acid
#®Hydrochloric acid
®Ammoniac
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Corrosive

Corrosive chemicals can either cause severe burns to skin and eyes or can severely damage
metals. They begin to cause damage as soon as they touch the skin, eyes, respiratory tract,
digestive tract, or the metal. They might be hazardous in other ways too, depending on the
particular corrosive material.

Most corrosives are either acids or bases.
Common acids include hydrochloric acid,
sulfuric acid, nitric acid, chromic acid,
acetic acid and hydrofluoric acid. Common
bases are ammonium hydroxide, potassium
hydroxide and caustic soda. Many of the
everyday household chemicals can cause
burns and should be handled with care e.g.
bleach and oven cleaners. It is important to
read the label carefully before use.
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Acute Toxicity
Symbol: Skull & Crossbones

What does it tell you:
& Fatal if swallowed
#Fatal in contact with skin
#Fatal if inhaled

@ Toxic if swallowed

@ Toxic in contact with skin
@ Toxic if inhaled

Old Symbols

Examples of Usage:
# Pesticide
#Biocide

& Methanol
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Acute Toxicity

Acutely toxic chemicals may cause harm if it enters the body. They may enter the body in
different ways called the ‘route of exposure’. The most common is through inhalation
(breathing it into the lungs). Another common route of entry is through skin contact. Some
materials can easily pass through unprotected skin and enter the body. Ingestion is another,
less common, route of exposure. Ingestion often occurs accidentally through poor hygiene
practices (e.g. eating food or smoking a cigarette using contaminated hands).

There are different degrees of toxicity with
some chemicals being fatal, toxic or
harmful, if swallowed, in contact with skin,
or inhaled. While restricted, it is still
possible to find acutely toxic chemicals in
consumer products, so it is very important
that you always read the labels and safe
use instructions before using any products.
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Health Hazard /
Hazardous to the
Ozone Layer

Symbol: Exclamation Mark

What does it tell you:

@ May cause respiratory irritation

#®May cause drowsiness or dizziness

#® May cause an allergic skin reaction

@ Causes serious eye irritation

# Causes skin irritation

¢ Harmful if swallowed

®Harmful in contact with skin

®Harmful if inhaled

#®Harms public health and the environment by
destroying ozone in the upper atmosphere

Old Symbol

Examples of Usage:
#® Washing detergents
@ Toilet cleaner

& Coolant fluid
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Health Hazard

Health Hazard chemicals assigned the exclamation mark pictogram under CLP can be irritant to
skin and eyes or harmful by inhalation, in contact with skin or if swallowed. It is also used for
chemicals that cause drowsiness or dizziness, respiratory sensitisation and ozone depletion.

These chemicals are very common on the
consumer market and it is very important
that you read the label fully before using
them to ensure you understand the risks
and the precautions you need to take to
use the chemicals safely. They include
everyday chemicals like washing up liquid
and washing powder.
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Serious Health Hazard
Symbol: Health Hazard

What does it tell you:

#® May be fatal if swallowed and
enters airways

@ Causes damage to organs

#May cause damage to organs

®May damage fertility or the
unborn child

#Suspected of damaging fertility or the unborn child

® May cause cancer

@ Suspected of causing cancer

#®May cause genetic defects

#®Suspected of causing genetic defects

#®May cause allergy or asthma symptoms or
breathing difficulties if inhaled

Old Symbols

Examples of Usage:
@ Turpentine

# Petrol

®Lamp Oil
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Serious Health Hazard

Serious Health hazard chemicals can cause serious long term health effects such as cancer,
genetic defects, damage fertility or cause respiratory sensitisation.

Every effort is made to limit their use in
consumer products but it is very important
to know what this pictogram is telling you
and to read the hazard and precautionary
statements on the label to ensure that you
know what the hazards are and the risks
associated with it before using it.
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Environmental Hazard

Symbol: Environment

What does it tell you:
@ \Very toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects
@ Toxic to aquatic life with long lasting effects

Examples of Usage:
# Pesticides
#Biocides

# Petrol
®Turpentine

Old Symbol
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Environmental Hazard

Environmental hazardous chemicals can cause a lot of damage to the environment if not
disposed of carefully following their use. It is important to read the label fully to be informed
as to what the pictogram is indicating and how you can use, handle, store and dispose of the
chemical safely.

Chemicals used as pesticides and biocides
can also cause a lot of environmental
damage if not carefully managed, likewise
products such as petrol can cause a lot of
problems for the environmental if there is a
spillage. It is very important that you read
the label carefully so you understand the ; L=
hazards and precautionary advise being A ‘ e

given before using such chemicals. A - T

Back to the pictograms gallery S
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Explosive

Explosive chemicals that are highly reactive in nature, containing a great amount of potential
energy that can produce an explosion if released suddenly which his is usually accompanied by
the production of light, heat, sound, and pressure and can cause a lot of damage to the
surroundings.

Explosives chemicals include pyrotechnic
chemicals and articles used in fireworks,
concerts and events, and those intended to
be used as explosives, such in mining and
in ammunition. Explosives are strictly
controlled and a person may not import,
store or manufacture explosives in Ireland
without a license issued by the Department
of Justice and Equality.
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Explosive
Symbol: Exploding Bomb

What does it tell you:
#Unstable explosive
#Explosive; mass explosion hazard
®Explosive; severe projection hazard
@Explosive; fire, blast or projection hazard

#May mass explode in fire Old Symbol

Examples of Usage:
#Fireworks
4 Ammunition




image3.png
Flammable

Flammable chemicals that can burn. There are different levels of flammability depending on
the flashpoint and boiling point of the chemicals. Chemicals can be extremely flammable,
highly flammable or flammable and in a solid, liquid or gas form.

Generally speaking, flammable chemicals will catch
on fire and burn easily at normal working
temperatures so they can be a serious fire hazard.
Care should be taken in using, storing and
handling flammable chemicals like solvents,
thinners, cleaners, adhesives, paints, waxes and
polishes. It is important that you read the label
carefully before use.
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Flammable
Symbol: Flame

#Extremely flammable gas
#Flammable gas
#Extremely flammable aerosol
#Flammable aerosol

#Highly flammable liquid and vapour

#Flammable liquid and vapour 0ld Symbol
#Flammable solid

Examples of Usage:
¢ Lamp oil

#Petrol

#Nail polish remover
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Oxidising

Symbol: Flame over Circle

What does it tell you:
# May cause or intensify fire; oxidiser
#® May cause fire or explosion; strong oxidiser Old Symbol

Examples of Usage:
#Bleach
% Oxygen
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Oxidising
Oxidising chemicals that readily give off oxygen, including materials that react chemically to

oxidize combustible (burnable) materials; this means that oxygen combines chemically with
the other material in a way that increases the chance of a fire or explosion.

This reaction may be spontaneous at either
room temperature or may occur under
slight heating. Oxidizing liquids and solids
can be severe fire and explosion hazards.
Care should be taken is storing oxidising
chemicals away from flammable chemicals
and materials . It is very important that
you read the label carefully before use.





